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In regard to the actawdstratipn of j^^ce the Home Secretary
shares with the Lord Chancellor1 and the Law Officers of the Crown2
a part of those^ duties which in continental countries would be
performed by a Minister of Justice. These duties are discussed in
Part V., Chap. 2. The Home Office as the department responsible for
the maintenance of order has a general responsibility for the adminis-
tration of the criminal law and has special functions in relation to
advising courts of summary jurisdiction. The Home Secretary is by
statute placed in control of the Prison Commission and the Metro-
politan Police.
The Foreign Office.—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
is responsible for foreign affairs and relations with Foreign States.
He is assisted by two Ministers of State as well as by two Parliamen-
tary Under-Secretaries. The powers of the Crown in this sphere are
ijHjpragative powers and, while the Foreign Secretary is primarily
responsible for" their exercise, they are, like all prerogative powers,
exercised subject to the collective responsibility of the Cabinet as
whole to which all major decisions are referred. The Foreign Office
controls Her Majesty's Foreign Service created in^ 1943 by the
amalgamation by Order in Council into one service of the staffs of
the Foreign Office and Diplomatic Service, the Commercial Diplo-
matic Service and the Consular Service| The Foreign Office is
responsible for the exercise by the Crown of foreign jurisdiction 3
in territories falling outside the spheres of the Colonial or Common-
wealth Relations Offices.
The Commonwealth Relations Office.—This department was
organised as a separate office for Dominion Affairs in 1925 and was
renamed by Order in Council in 1947. Until 1930 it remained under
the same Secretary of State as the Colonial Office. It is concerned
with the relations between the United Kingdom and the other
Members of the Commonwealth, the Central African Federation,
Basutoland and the Protectorates of Bechuanaland and Swaziland.
The last three territories are administered by a High Commissioner
who also holds the independent office of High Commissioner of the
United Kingdom Government in the Union of South Africa.4
The Colonial Office.—This department deals with all the Colonies,
the protectorates, other than the territories administered by the High
Commissioner in South Africa (ante), and the trust territories. It is
responsible for so much of colonial legislation as is enacted by
Orders in Council, and exercises a wide patronage over appoint-
ments in the Overseas Service.5 The Secretary of State is assisted
by a Minister of State.
1 Pp. 172 and 247, post.	2 Pp. 173-4, post.
8 P. 443, post.	* P. 474, post.
* Part X., Chap. 2.

